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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: TPHYOSCIEG 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED FY 1976 SPECIAL FOREIGN CURRENCY PROGRAM FOR 
SCIENCE AGENCIES 

1. EMBOFF MET WITH MFA NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR AMBASSADOR 
TUHAMI AT LATTER'S REQUEST ON JULY 22 TO DISCUSS SCIENTIFIC GRANT 
APPROVAL PROCESS. FOREIGN MINISTRY IN THICK OF BATTLE TO CONTROL ITS 
FINAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR GRANT PROGRAMS; AUTHORITY BEING CHAL- 
ENGED BY ACADEMY OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY WHICH WOULD 
LIKE TO BE SOLE ADMINISTRATOR OF GRANT ACTIVITY. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
NOW PLANS TO ESTABLISH REVIEW COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF ALL OF THE 
AGENCIES RECEIVING GRANTS AND HOPES TO MAKE THIS LOCUS OF APPROVAL. 
ALL AGENCIES HAVE THUS FAR AGREED TO PARTICIPATE. AMBASSADOR TUHAMI 
TOLD US THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF WE COULD THIS YEAR INDICATE IN 

OUR APPROVAL REQUEST THE STATES OF READINESS OF EACH OF THE GRANTS 
SO THAT THE COMMITTEE COULD ACT IN TIMELY FASHION. EMBOFF THEN OUT- 
LINED PLAN PER PARA 2 (CAIRO 7028) WHICH TUHAMI READILY AGREED WAS 
BEST WAY TO EXPEDITE APPROVALS. 

2. IT IS LIKELY THAT BOTH AMBASSADOR AND MINSTATE RIAD WILL BE 
BACK IN CAIRO NEXT FEW DAYS; THEREFORE WOULD APPRECIATE LIST 
OF PROJECTS WHICH ARE READY TO BE APPROVED AS REQUESTED IN 
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